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Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District) announced                today that the  Massachusetts Wood in Transportation Advisory                Committee was awarded a $75,000 grant by the U.S. Department of                Agriculture°s Forest Service division. The funding will allow the                Massachusetts Wood in Transportation Plan “  a program coordinated                by Mount Wachusett Community College°s Forest and Wood Products                Institute “ to hire administrative support to get the Wood in Transportation                (WIT) project up and running.              

œThe WIT project will allow the Commonwealth to increase its use                of native wood products in transportation-related projects which                will stabilize and revitalize the economy,” Olver said. œ I am thrilled                that this funding will allow this project to get off the ground.”              

œThe Massachusetts WIT program is an innovative project that will                serve as a national model in improving the role of wood products                in transportation infrastructure,” Olver said.  œLocally, the                proposed wood structures will allow new and improved access to thousands                of acres of watershed and forest property,” Olver continued.              

In 1996, the Massachusetts Legislature appropriated $5 million                to establish a Wood in Transportation Pilot Program.  The focus                of the project is to integrate and utilize locally grown and manufactured                wood products.   The $75,000 grant will allow the Massachusetts                WIT Committee to hire a program coordinator to implement the Massachusetts                WIT strategic plan.              

The project proposes construction of four wooden bridges on state                forest and watershed land.  The four bridges would demonstrate                the use of locally grown and manufactured red maple in modern timber                bridge construction.  These demonstration WIT projects will                improve rural and recreational transportation networks, expand the                range of markets for wood products and create service industries                for wood in transportation construction.              

In June of 1998, the Forest and Wood Products Institute initiated                the formation of a Massachusetts WIT Advisory Committee comprised                of representatives from State and Federal agencies and private industry.                 The Committee°s goal is to increase the use of native wood products                in transportation related projects.  This grant will provide                the administrative support needed to implement this program.              

For more information on the WIT project, please contact Joe Smith                at (978)632-6600.             
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